THE   DEFILE   OF   THE   BATTLE-AXE.       3Q5
the Punic army halted. This catastrophe falling in the midst of their victory, stupefied them. They no longer heeded Hamilcar's commands. Matho profited by it to continue his ravages upon the Numidians.
Hanno's camp having been overthrown, he had turned again on them. The elephants charged ; but the Mercenaries, with firebrands snatched from the burning wall, advanced on the plain, agitating the flames; the huge animals were frightened, and iled, precipitating themselves into the gulf, killed each other in their struggles, or were drowned under the weight of their breastplates. Already Narr' Havas had ordered his cavalry to charge ; the Mercenaries threw themselves flat down with their 1 aces against the ground, then, when the horses were within three steps of them, they sprang under their bellies and ripped them open with poniards ; half of tho NunridiatiR had thus perished when Barca unexpectedly c'auie up.
The Mercenaries, now exhausted, could not hold out jur.unst his troops. They retreated in good order an far UH the Hot-Springs Mountain. The Suffete had (he prudence not to follow them. He moved towards the embouchures of the Macar.
Tunis belonged to him; but the city remained morely ti heap of smoking rubbish. The ruins had tumbled down through the breaches in the walls <>n(. into tho plain ; beyond, between the shores of the tfnlf, the, elephants' carcases, driven by the wind, interlocked, like an archipelago of black vot'kH floating on the water. Narr* ilavas, in order to sustain this war, had ex-